
Town and Gown Spring Luncheon Meeting Minutes 
Friday, March 15, 2019 

 
The Spring meeting of USF St Petersburg was called to order by President Rachael 
Russell at 11:45 am Friday, March 15, 2019. 
 
After welcoming everyone she turned the meeting over to Cathi Caldwell, Interim 
Regional Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs & Dean, Nelson Poynter Memorial Library 
for campus updates. The school of Nursing will open their program on the USF St. 
Petersburg campus next semester with 25 students. The program will be housed in a 
facility leased from the City of St Petersburg. 
 
April 4 is USF Giving Day and will have three areas of focus: 
1. Stay AFLOAT Fund. This fund is to help students with small financial emergencies 
with a gift of scholarship. 
2. The Student Food Pantry: Many students need assistance with food and the pantry 
will be stocked with foods to help them when in need. 
3. The Library with its ongoing programs with affordable textbooks. 
 
In other news a new residence hall will break ground in April. This will be a 375 bed 
facility. 
 
In consolidation news it has been agreed to abide by principals that have been in place 
and for each campus to maintain their unique identities. 
 
President Russell called for introduction of guests. She then called for approval of 
Minutes from the January 25, 2019 meeting prepared by Mary Evertz in the absence of 
Dawn Sumner, Secretary. Moved and approved. 
 
First Vice President, Ashley Gairing reported that in our future programs we will hear 
from all the Deans of the Colleges on campus. 
 
Second Vice President, Mary Ann Marger reported that we have 77 members, 13 of 
which are new members. The $100 membership fee is tax free as 100% of the money is 
given to USFSP 
          
Treasurer, Judy Stanton reported that we had a beginning balance of $7919.53, with 
expenses of $1051.98 and income at $1053.103. The ending balance was $7920.65. 
 
In Old Business Mary Evertz spoke for the Awards Committee. At this time we have four 
nominations for our yearly donation. If anyone has any other nominations they would 
like to submit, reach out to Mary. President Russell mentioned about nominations being 
accepted for the Board. If you have a nomination you would like to have considered 
please reach out to Maria Rawls, Immediate Past President, who was unable to attend 
the meeting. 
 



Our Program Introduction came from First Vice president Ashley Gairing. She 
introduced Dean Allyson Watson and members of the faculty at the College of 
Education; Dr. Kathleen Gibson Dee, Dr. Sandra Vernon Jackson and Dr. David 
Rosengrant. 
 
Dean Watson spoke via video about the college’s newly established partnership with 
Peninsula International Academy, in Placencia Village, Belize, where our interns will 
have the opportunity to travel in the fall. Dean Watson also told us that she will be 
leaving USFSP for the Dean of Education post at Florida A&M. She has created a 
strong department at USFSP and is confident in its future. 
 
Dr. Gibson Dee shared her enthusiasm about increasing student engagement; self 
efficacy, learning and success, and helping her students prepare to be world class 
teachers. Her innovative and impactful JAM, Quest, ReQuest strategies has increased 
student learning and success. 
 
Dr. Sandra Vernon-Jackson, the Director of the STEM, INQUIRY Innovation Lab and 
Instructor of Secondary Education at USFSP, spoke to us about how to integrate STEM 
into every course at the College of Education regardless of discipline. She shared the 
success of the STEM Robotics Camp in Summer 2018. The curriculum was developed 
and designed at USFSP. There were 60 campers and 11 facilitators. Every camper built 
a robot and learned coding and programming. The 2019 Camp will have Session 1 
From June 10-14, Session 2 June 15-28 and a girls only session June 24-28.  
 
Dr. David Rosengrat is the Associate Professor as well as Program Coordinator of 
STEM Education in the College of Education. He shared that the heart of STEM is 
about critical thinking and problem solving. He is creating experiential learning in the C 
of E to help students learn how to bring technology into future classrooms. He 
discussed the Science Festival in October which will feature virtual reality as well as 
augmented reality. He has created STEM training for the Girl Scouts and now there are 
9 badges that are STEM related. Students at the C of E are training the Girl Scouts who 
then go on to train other Scouts. 
 
After this very exciting and informative program President Russell adjourned the 
meeting at 1:10 pm  
 
 


