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USF St. Petersburg Town and Gown 
Minutes of Meeting - Friday, April16, 2021 

TEAMS Virtual Meeting 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  
Ashley Gairing, President, called the Winter Meeting to order at 11:03 a.m. She thanked 
participants for the success of the recent Town and Gown’s drive for the Bull’s Pantry. 
Special thanks to Alexis Searfoss, USF SP Town and Town Liaison, for her stellar 
coordination and to the executive board for staffing the event. She added that today’s 
meeting would be recorded. Next, Gairing presented the executive team and advised that 
Dawn Sumner, Vice-President – Programs, was unable to attend today’s session. Sudsy 
Tschiderer, Secretary, introduced the speaker. 
 
PROGRAM INTRODUCTION  
(In deference to the schedules of our distinguished guest speakers, the session order has 
been reversed in our virtual settings for 2021. Program is first, followed by Business.) 
Tschiderer introduced Antone (Tony) Silvia, Ph.D., Professor in the USF Department of 
Journalism and Digital Communication.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Dr. Silvia shared research from his book slated for publication in July 2021 entitled 
Journalism After the Pandemic: Changes and Challenges. The book is a collection of 
essays by Dr. Silvia and his Department colleagues, Dr. Casey Frechette and Dr. Deni 
Elliot. Until now, the journalism world has generally been “shoe leather reporting,” with 
reporters gathering stories through face-to-face interviews. The pandemic lockdowns forced 
new methods and it has taken a toll on practitioners. Mental health has been impacted. 
Journalists have been forced to become more like a “one-man-band.” But, research 
indicates that the swiftness of adaptation by the journalism community has been incredibly 
impressive. Zoom use and other technology has presented different dynamics as well in 
story production. 
 
Newsrooms have experienced deep cuts. Many newspapers have closed and jobs are 
fewer. Journalists continue to focus on their responsibility and credibility. “Pandemic fatigue” 
promotes a disconnection. People want to know the news but need a break from it (and 
covid stories), too. Hence, the proliferation of positive stories like cat rescues are 
increasingly popular. News can be overwhelming and journalists aim for credibility through 
context. An adage: “Don’t overestimate the audience’s knowledge. Don’t underestimate their 
intelligence.” This is a delicate balance. 
 
Dr. Silvia provided fascinating documentation in his PowerPoint and encouraged members 
to review the slides more carefully at their leisure via the recorded meeting. Q&A followed 
and one question involved new corrections. In a high-tech world, corrections present 
increasingly complex resolutions. The journalism community is still working through it.   
In conclusion, Dr. Silvia said other questions may be forwarded to Searfoss for his 
response. 

 



2 
 

CAMPUS UPDATE 
As Regional Chancellor Dr. Martin Tadlock was unable to attend the meeting, Catherine 
Cardwell, Dean of the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library and the Vice Provost & Regional 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, provided the campus update. 
 
1. Nelson Poynter left a powerful legacy, not only on journalism but also at USF. We are 

deeply grateful.  
 

2. USF SP is offering vaccinations on campus now. 
 

3. The first in-person Commencement since the pandemic lockdown will be held at 
Tropicana Field in May with social protocols in place. Students’ names will be read, but 
graduates will not march across the stage. 

 
4. A full return to campus is slated for Fall 2021, with strict adherence to all health 

protocols. Dr. Donna Petersen, USF’s Dean of Public Health, has done masterful work 
in shepherding USF through the pandemic. 

 
5. The College of Marine Science is conducting research on the environmental impact of 

the breech at Piney Point. 
 

6. USF Giving Week in April cited three areas of special need at USF SP: Stay Afloat, 
Textbook Access, and Support-A-Bull Market. 

 
7. Dr. James McHale, Psychology, has received funds to conduct research on systemic 

racism in communities. 
 

8. Grant funding will support Climate Action Planning. 
 

9. Land Acknowledgement is a new campus initiative, recognizing the Native American 
communities on whose land we now walk. The initiative also fostered partnerships with 
Florida’s current indigenous people. The Land Acknowledgement plaque hangs in the 
University Student Center. The Poynter Library produced an exhibit (on view there now) 
on “Natives in Florida.” 

 
BUSINESS MEETING 
President Ashley Gairing asked the executive team to present their reports. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Sudsy Tschiderer requested approval of the Minutes of Meeting from 
March 16. Moved by Susan Gordon. Seconded by Seymour Gordon. Approved by majority. 
 
1st Vice President’s Report – Programs: Dawn Sumner’s report was given by Howard 
Rutherford. Thanks to all. Be sure to give your comments, questions, and suggestions to 
Searfoss. 
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2nd Vice President’s Report – Membership: Howard Rutherford reported that there are 
currently 62 paid members.  Renewal forms will be mailed in May. Please invite your friends. 
Next membership year is: June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022. Town and Gown has awarded over 
$125,000 to USF SP since 2000! That is quite an accomplishment. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Judy Stanton stated she was turning over her long-term Treasurer 
duties to Tschiderer, effective today. Gairing thanked Stanton for her years of dedicated 
service. “Virtual applause” was given in appreciation. Tschiderer reported that the current 
balance is $6,912.89.  

 
Old Business: Gairing requested reports from Committee Chairs.  

 Pam Hatton, Chair of the Awards Committee, was unable to attend this meeting. 
Gairing gave her report, with a heartfelt nod to our august former Chair, Mary Evertz. 
Gairing thanked the Committee of Hatton, Mary Wyatt Allen, and Joyce Fraser and 
Searfoss) for their work. The Committee recommended that $5,000 be awarded to 
the St. Petersburg Pearls project. Motion by Susan Gordon. Seconded by Howard 
Rutherford. Approved by majority. 

 
 Advisor and Immediate Past President Rachael Russell DeVicente, Chair of the 

Nominating Committee, proposed the slate below. Approved by majority. 
 

President:  Ashley Gairing 
Vice-President – Programs: Dawn Sumner 
Vice-President – Membership: Howard Rutherford 
Secretary: Chloe Firebaugh 
Treasurer: Sudsy Tschiderer 
Immediate Past President: Rachael Russell DiVicente 

 
New Business: We are optimistic that we can return to in-person gatherings in the Fall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Gairing adjourned the meeting around 12:15 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting: TBA 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sudsy Tschiderer, Secretary 

 
 
 
TOWN AND GOWN LIAISON:  Alexis Searfoss 
        Associate Director of Constituent Relations 
        asearfoss@usf.edu 
       (727) 873-4519 


