
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Day 1: October 29 Tentative Agenda: Translating Science into Policy 

12:00 noon Registration 

1:00 pm WELCOME  by Peter Stiling,  Assistant Vice Provost – Strategic Initiatives, USF 

1:05 pm WELCOME & INTRODUCTION by  Mark Rains, Director of School of Geosciences, USF 

1:10 pm OVERVIEW  of iCAR by Barnali Dixon, Executive Director of iCAR 

1:20 pm INAUGURATION by Mayor Rick Kriseman, St. Petersburg 

1:30 pm 
OPEN KEYNOTE ADDRESS 1 - ARESTY SPEAKER: The Ostrich Paradox by Robert Meyer 
(Wharton College, University of Pennsylvania) 

2:20 pm Q & A Open dialogue with Dr. Meyer 

2:30 pm 

MAYOR’S PANEL: How St. Petersburg and American Cities are setting Policy Agendas for a 

Resilient Future with Q&A 

Mayor Kriseman, Leading policy efforts on the U.S. Conference of Mayors Environment Committee 
Ann Livingston, Supporting St. Pete’s Bloomberg Philanthropies American Cities Climate Challenge 
(ACCC) initiatives 
Moderator: Benjamin Smet 

3:15 pm 
Whitney Gray, Office of Resilience & Coastal Protection, FDEP, Achieving Coastal Resilience 
Together with Q & A 

3:45 pm 

Panel Discussion I: Climate Science, Urban Redevelopment, Preservation and Health Inequity  

Libby Carnahan, UF/ IFAS, “Updated Regional Sea Level Rise Projections” 

Liz Abernethy, City of St. Petersburg, “Coastal High Hazard Zones and Urban Planning” 

Nicolette Louissaint, Ph.D., Healthcare Ready, “Best Practices for Health Justice” 

Cara Serra, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, “Regional Resilience Efforts” 

Moderator: Rebecca Johns,  USF 

4:45 pm Q &A  with Panel I 

5:00 pm 
Reports from the iCAR project: Resiliency from the ground up by Barnali Dixon and Rebecca 
Johns with Q&A 

5:20 pm Adjournment 



 
 
  

  

 

8:30 – 9:15 am Registration and Coffee 

9:15 am 
OVERVIEW of the Conference Schedule by 
Rebecca Johns, iCAR 

9:20 am 
Keynote Address II: Heather Booth. Midwest Academy 
“Organizational principles and strategies toward 
change” 

9:50 am 
Interactive strategy session with Heather Booth. : 
Strategies to promote change 

10:10 am Q & A   

10:20 am Break (coffee) 

10:40 am 

Panel Discussion II: Strategies for Transformative 
Change  

Michael Anthony Mendez, Ph.D., University of 
California - Irvine, “ Climate Change from the Streets: 
Conflict and Collaboration ” 

Alan Bush, Ph.D., USF, “ Leadership & Governance for 

Resilience: lessons from the high Andean Quechua” 

David Zeller, Ph.D., USF Tampa, “Environmental 
Movements” 

Jamie Sommer, Ph.D., USF Tampa, “Constituting 
Environmental Citizenship through Governance for 
Climate Adaptation.” 

Moderator: Heather Booth, Midwest Academy 

11:30 am Q & A 

11:45 am 
Breakout session: How does change happen in your 
community? Session Leader: Heather O’Leary, Ph.D. 

12:15 pm Lunch Provided 

1:30 pm Report from Commissioner Long and CJ Reynolds 

2:00 pm 

Panel Discussion III: Creating a Resilient Economy 

Kathrin Winkler, GreenBiz, “Corporate Sustainability 
and Climate Realities” 

Anne Pollack, Fletcher & Fischer, P.L., “Developing 
Informal Strategies for Small Businesses”  

Nikki-Gaskin-Capehart, Urban Affairs, St. Petersburg, 
“City Policies for Resilient Communities” 

Moderator: Alison Barlow, St. Petersburg Innovation 
District 

3:00 pm Q & A 

3:15 pm Break (coffee, water, soda) 

3:30 pm 
Breakout session: What does sustainability mean to 
you? Session Leader: Alexandria Hancock, 
Sustainability Coordinator, City of St. Petersburg 

4:00 pm 

Panel Discussion IV: Building Consensus through 
Inclusive Communities  

Ife Kilimanjaro, Ph.D., US Climate Action Network 
“Creating Inclusive Communities” 

David Brain, Ph.D., New College, “Community Building 
and Sustainable Development” 

Sara Green, Ph.D, USF, “Creating Disability Friendly 
Disaster Plans: Insights from Collaborative Research in 
Dunedin, FL” 

Moderator:  Heather O’Leary, USF 

4:45 pm Q & A 

5:00 pm 
Breakout Session: How do you define community? 
Session Leader: Barbara Stalbird, City of St. Petersburg 

5:30 pm 
Closing Remarks: Barnali Dixon, Executive Director, 
iCAR 

5:45 pm Adjournment 

Day 2: October 30    Translating Policy into Action 


