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Our Mission
• Use research and education to provide the 

understanding and ideas needed to make critical 
decisions regarding our changing and vulnerable coasts

• Engaging stakeholders to facilitate adoption of policies 
and practices focused on coastal adaptation and 
resilience

• This transdisciplinary initiative includes the science, 
engineering, policy and social sciences and will 
examine the interactions between climate change, 
water systems, land use, the built environment and 
ecosystem functions. 



Engaging With The Community

With our sponsors and partners such 
but not limited to NSF, Duke, and 
FLFPC… We were able to provide a 
monthly safe space for individuals 
who wanted to share personal 
experiences and major community 
concerns. 



Monthly Meetings
Monthly Meetings for Storm Squad members 
were held at 6:30 PM at Frank W. Pierce and 

Enoch Davis Community Centers.



Monthly Attendance 



Monthly 
Meetings

February 4th, 2025March 4th, 2025

June 3rd, 2025August 5th, 2025



Community Town Hall Events 
Quarterly town hall events were held in various locations in the 

local area. These meetings were held on Saturdays from 10 AM to 
1 PM and were intended to share resources and the Storm Squad 

with the Community! 



Town Hall Attendance



April Town Hall 
Event 



April 26th Event Summary
● Event held at Mount Zion Human Services (945 20th St S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712)

● 25 people in attendance

● iCAR survey distributed at sign-in 

● Dr. Barnali Dixon provided a Storm Squad update and reviewed flood data from last year’s storms

● Flood reporting app details were shared; attendees added the app to their phones as requested

● Mary Burrell, Pinellas County Emergency Management, shared disaster resources, preparation 
tactics, and timelines for hurricane season

● There was an open discussion for community questions, concerns, and challenges to hurricane 
preparedness and recovery

● Resource tabling and brief presentations by: Bay Area Legal Services, Small Business 
Administration, First Contact, and Endeavors

● The event concluded with door prizes of hurricane preparedness supplies



April 26th 
Agenda



April 26th 
Event Photos



May Town Hall 
Event - Inaugural 
Event in Lealman  



● Event held at the Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center

● 27 people in attendance 

● iCAR survey was distributed at sign-in (Vietnamese translation available as needed)

● Dr. Barnali Dixon introduced Storm Squad, reviewed community data and data-sharing needs.

● Flood App link was shared and added to attendees phones at request 

● Flood-level activity with translated tablets as needed

● Mary Burrell, Pinellas County Emergency Management, reviewed disaster resources and 
demonstrated a hurricane kit

● Resource tabling by: Bay Area Legal Services, Seniors in Service, First Contact, PCEM

● The event concluded with a raffle of hurricane preparedness items

May 3rd Event Summary 



May 3rd Event 
Agenda



May 3rd Event Photos



July Town Hall 
Event



July 19th Event Summary
● Event held at the Islamic Society of St. Pete 

● 23 people in attendance

● iCAR survey distributed at sign-in 

● Dr. Barnali Dixon provided a Storm Squad update and reviewed flood data

● Flood reporting app details were shared; attendees added the app to their phones as requested

● Resource tabling and brief presentations by: Endeavors, Bay Area Legal Services, City of St. Pete Code 

Enforcement, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA), and Pinellas County Emergency Management

● Mary Burrell, Pinellas County Emergency Management, reviewed county emergency resources, evacuation 

zones, emergency alerts, and key hurricane kit items

● Open discussion for community questions, concerns, challenges, and potential solutions for hurricane 

preparedness

● The event concluded with a raffle of disaster preparedness items and a closing drum session to support 

attendee mental health during ongoing recovery discussions



July 19th Event 
Agenda



July 19th Event Photos



October Town Hall 
Event 



October 11th Event Summary
• Event held at the Campbell Park Recreation Center

• 21 people in attendance

• Surveys distributed at sign-in

• Dr. Barnali Dixon reviewed community maps/data and shared the Flood App; attendees added the app to their phones as 

requested

• Resource tabling by: Pinellas County Consumer Protection, City of St. Petersburg Planning & Development Services, and 

Pinellas County Emergency Management

• Mary Burrell reviewed county emergency resources, evacuation zones, and how to receive emergency alerts

• Kelly Milner shared a disaster recovery initiative connecting VOADs, nonprofits, and community partners to support recovery 

assistance

• Jason Susalla and John Lawless reviewed Bay Area Legal Services’ free civil legal aid for low- and middle-income 

Floridians

• Hannah J. Rebholz and Anna Marie Fiallos shared local planning, development, and consumer protection initiatives

• Bob Lasher provided public transportation updates and resources, including new bus routes and services across Pinellas 

County

• The event concluded with an open discussion of resident questions, concerns, and preparedness needs for future disasters



October 11th Event 
Agenda



October 11th Event Photos



Annual Community Appreciation 
Dinner

The Annual Dinner was held on December 2nd from 6 
PM to 7:30 PM at the Enoch Davis Recreation Center.



December 2nd Event Summary

• 17 people in attendance

• Survey distributed at sign-in

• An annual review of the Storm Squad was presented

• Attendees participated in a Flood-related activity 

• Networking and listening session for community connection and feedback

• “Looking Ahead” discussion on trainings and topics to cover next year

• The event concluded with awards and a raffle of door prizes 



December 2nd Event 
Agenda



Dec 2nd Event Photos



Community Outreach
We also attended outreach events hosted at different sites 

throughout the community over the course of the year!



Outreach Data



CONA CommUNITY Festival

• Held on March 8th at 1 
PM at Azalea Park

• Approximately 65 flyers 
were distributed!



African American Health Forum
• Held on April 12th from 8 AM 

to 3 PM at the Foundation for 
a Healthy St. Petersburg 
building.

• 75 Flyers were distributed at 
the event and Dr. Barnali 
Dixon spoke on the Climate 
and Health panel. 



Pinellas County Hurricane Preparedness 
Day

• Held on May 31st 
at 10 AM at the 
Willis S. Johns 
Recreation Center 
in Fossil Park. 

• 26 new sign ups 
were collected and 
250 flyers were 
distributed at the 
event! 



Bay Area Dream Defenders Books & 
Breakfast

● Held on May 31st at 11 AM at 
Child’s Park Rec Center. 

● Dr. Barnali Dixon attended and 
reviewed the Storm Squad, 
community data and the flood app. 



Bartlett Park Neighborhood Meeting
• Held on June 14th at 10 AM 

at 1600 MLK St South
• The Storm Squad 

collaborated with the Bartlett 
Park Neighborhood to share 
the mission of the Storm 
Squad and the upcomming 
events. 

• Attendees had an 
opportunity to complete the 
iCAR Food Security, Health 
and Disaster Preparation 
survey.

• 24 Attendees were present



Cancer Awareness Event
• Held on Sept 13th at 9 AM at the 

Child’s Park Rec Center.
• 13 new sign ups were collected 

at the event!



Jazz in the Park
• Held on Oct 19th at 2 PM at 

Child’s Park Lake
• Attended in partnership with the 

One Community Gocery Co-op
• 4 Sign-ups were collected!



Food Sovereignty Farmers Market 
• Held on November 8th at 10 AM 

at the USF Botanical Gardens
• Attended in Partnership with the 

Florida Food Policy Council!



Child’s Park Neighborhood Meeting
• Attended the Monthly Child’s 

Park Neighborhood Meeting on 
December 16th, 2025. 

• Distributed 28 flyers and 14 
Storm kits. 
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