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Christian Hardigree was selected as the new 
regional chancellor of the University of South  
Florida St. Petersburg campus. Hardigree previously 
served as the founding dean of the School of 
Hospitality at Metropolitan State University of 
Denver, was the founding director and professor 
of the Institute for Culinary Sustainability and 
Hospitality at Kennesaw State University in Georgia 
and was a professor at the University of Nevada 
Las Vegas in the William F. Harrah College of 
Hospitality for 12 years. Hardigree, who started her 
new position on July 1, has a demonstrated history 
of academic and administrative experience, as well 
as an excellent record of serving the communities 
she has been a part of throughout her career.
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STUDENTS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT COME TOGETHER TO DISCUSS RACE, POLICING AND TRUST 
A forum brought students, staff and local law enforcement together to discuss the at-times fragile 
relationship between police and minority communities. The group had an open conversation about 
their fears and building greater trust. The forum was organized by the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
and spearheaded by Destiny Gomez, a USF student who is part of the Racial Justice Fellows Program, 
which puts college students in Pinellas County at the center of creating systemic racial change. It 
included the city of St. Petersburg Chief of Police Anthony Holloway, campus Chief of Police David 
Hendry and Captain Paul Andrews, and students and staff from the St. Petersburg campus. 

RESEARCH SHOWS IMPORTANCE OF PROVIDING 
MULTICULTURAL BOOKS THAT REFLECT 
CHILDREN’S IDENTITY DURING THE PANDEMIC
When the pandemic began and schools moved to remote learning, many 
parents and caregivers were afraid their children would fall behind 
academically and socially.

Responding to those concerns led Education professors AnnMarie Gunn 
and Susan Bennett to team up with the Police Athletic League of St. 
Petersburg, which seeks to inspire hope and transform lives of at-risk 
youth. Together, they secured funding that provided more than 400 
multicultural children’s books to 45 local families at the early outset of 
the pandemic. Recent research illustrates how this initiative encouraged 
students from low socioeconomic backgrounds to read, discuss social 
issues with their families and connect with their communities during an 
unprecedented time. 

NAVIGATING AN URBAN WATERSHED TO DOCUMENT 
STORIES OF NATURE AND PEOPLE

For Thomas Hallock, the creeks, 
streams and springs that 
drain into Tampa Bay tell as 
many human stories as they 
do environmental. Which is 
why the English professor is 
navigating the entire flow of 

Booker and Salt Creeks that meander through south St. Petersburg to raise 
awareness of their importance to the region. He will do so by kayaking 
these bodies of water, and when necessary portaging his vessel around 
manmade obstacles that have arisen over the decades to alter the creeks’ 
natural flows. All the while, he and colleague Amanda Hagood, an Animal 
Studies instructor at Eckerd College, will talk with residents and write 
dispatches on the complicated history and present-day communities 
around these storied waterways.

LISTENING TO BABIES PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING SERIES CONCLUDES WITH 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
Celebrating its 10th anniversary and final session in the series, the 
professional development training known as Listening to Babies 
reflected back on meaningful community progress and lessons 
learned to support the social, emotional and learning development 
of young African American and Hispanic children. It also looked 
ahead to where future gains can be made to fulfill unmet goals. 
Organized by the Concerned Organizations for Quality Education of 
Black and Brown Students and USF St. Petersburg campus’ Family 
Study Center, Listening to Babies targets a broad audience of 
professionals who work in education, child welfare and healthcare 
serving families in Pinellas County.

USF BREWING ARTS PROGRAM JOINS FORCES 
WITH YUENGLING TO PROVIDE VETERAN 
SCHOLARSHIP WHILE ENHANCING DIVERSITY IN 
THE BREWING INDUSTRY

In partnership with Yuengling Brewery, the USF 
Brewing Arts Program on the St. Petersburg 
campus provided a $5,000 Diversity in Brewing 
Scholarship and a $5,000 Veteran’s Scholarship 
this past academic year. The awards were given 
to a veteran of the armed services and an 
individual from a traditionally underrepresented 

population to cover the full cost of tuition to the innovative certificate 
program, which gives participants the foundational knowledge and hands-
on training needed for a successful career in the brewing industry. 
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SUSTAINABILITY
FRESH & LOCAL GREENHOUSE TO FIGHT 
FOOD INSECURITY THROUGH URBAN 
FARMING
USF’s St. Petersburg campus teamed up with the St. Petersburg 
Youth Farm to help promote food security in the community by 
producing fresh vegetables year-round through the Fresh & Local 
Greenhouse. This new structure will allow for both hydroponics and 
aquaponics farming and provide college and high school students 
the opportunity to learn about various types of modern farming 
approaches, especially in an urban setting, as well as business 
skills. The greenhouse was made possible by an initial $25,000 
grant from the Ford Motor Company Fund, and additional funding 
from local donors and internal grants. 

USF ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS CONNECTS 
TO CLEAN ENERGY THROUGH COMMUNITY 
SOLAR PROGRAM
A new community solar program from Duke Energy will allow USF’s 
St. Petersburg campus to expand its investment in renewable 

energy while saving money 
and reducing greenhouse 
emissions. Clean Energy 
Connection is a solar 
program in Florida that 
allows businesses and 
residents to receive the 

environmental and long-term cost benefits of solar energy without 
having to install and maintain costly equipment. By becoming a 
subscriber in the program, the campus will be able to expand its 
renewable energy portfolio – by more than 6,750 kilowatts - at a 
fraction of the cost of adding more solar panels and arrays.

REVERSE RECYCLING DEBUTS AT USF
Six new vending machines arrived on USF’s campuses, but instead 
of money, they accept plastic bottles and aluminum cans. The 
reverse vending machines are 
funded by Coca-Cola as part 
of its “World Without Waste” 
environmental program, which 
includes an ambitious goal of 
collecting and recycling every 
bottle or can it sells by 2030. 
Four machines were installed 
on the Tampa campus and two 
on the St. Petersburg campus.

SCHOLARSHIP TO HONOR FORMER REGIONAL 
CHANCELLOR MARTIN TADLOCK 

Former Regional Chancellor Martin 
Tadlock often talked about the financial 
struggles he encountered as a first-
generation college student and how 
grateful he was for the scholarships 
that helped him complete his degree. 
Now, generations of students will be 
able to follow a similar path, thanks to 
a new scholarship named in Tadlock’s 
honor. The Dr. Martin Tadlock Endowed 
Scholarship will be based on financial 

need and available to full or part-time first-generation undergraduate 
students, regardless of major, on the USF St. Petersburg campus. Tadlock 
served as USF St. Petersburg regional chancellor from 2018 until 2022, 
when he stepped down to rejoin the faculty.

KATE TIEDEMANN AND ELLEN COTTON GIVE $14 MILLION TO ENHANCE FINANCE PROGRAM
Gifts totaling $14 million from St. Petersburg philanthropists Kate Tiedemann and 
Ellen Cotton will support USF becoming a “hub of excellence” in fintech. Fintech, 
short for financial technology, aims to improve traditional methods of delivering 
financial services, making them more accessible and affordable to consumers 
and businesses. Fintech automation impacts everything from mobile banking and 
insurance to crowdfunding, blockchain, cryptocurrency and investment apps. The 
gifts will go towards academic programming within the Kate Tiedemann School of 
Business and Finance on the USF St. Petersburg campus.

NEW “LOST VOICES” EXHIBIT PROVIDES RARE INSIGHT INTO EARLY FLORIDA HISTORY
A new online exhibit launched by La Florida: The Interactive Digital Archives of the Americas will 
provide the public with unprecedented insight into the daily lives of the multi-ethnic population 
that comprised St. Augustine, FL from the 16th-19th centuries. “Lost Voices from America’s 
Oldest Parish Archive, 1594-1821” makes St. Augustine’s diocesan archives – America’s first 
parish - digitally accessible for the first time to a global audience. The platform allows teachers, 
students, scholars and the public to research pivotal moments in early Florida history, conduct 
detailed searches on individuals and create custom infographics from the entire collection.

STUDENTS COLLABORATE WITH PEERS IN MOLDOVA 
DURING INTERNATIONAL CRISIS  
In the midst of war and with an international humanitarian crisis on 

their doorstep, law students 
from Moldova collaborated on 
civil liberty research with USF  
St. Petersburg campus students 
to form cultural bonds during 
a time of chaos. The first joint 
meeting of the global class 
took place shortly after Russia 
invaded nearby Ukraine. World 
events altered the context 

of the international collaboration and posed significant challenges for 
the collaboration, but in the end provided tremendous educational and 
cultural benefits for everyone involved. 

USF LAUNCHES REMOTELY OPERATED VESSEL 
THAT MAPS VULNERABLE COASTAL AREAS 

The USF College of Marine 
Science launched its first 
field mission in Tampa Bay 
and the Gulf of Mexico to test 
a new approach to mapping 
shallow coastal areas, which 
are the most vulnerable to 
coastal changes but the 

hardest to survey. Marine scientists used acoustic sensors mounted on a 
remote-operated, uncrewed surface vessel, laser-based sensors mounted on 
an airplane and satellite-derived imagery to generate high-resolution maps 
of coastal areas. The mapping products derived from this approach will 
be used to improve storm surge modeling and prediction, maritime safety, 
fisheries management and more.

STUDENTS UNCOVER FLORIDA’S PAST AT 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 
Every two years, a group of students come together to excavate one of Florida’s  
most significant archaeological sites through the course Florida 

Archaeology. The field school, 
which teaches the proper 
methods to conduct digs 
and identify artifacts at 
Weedon Island Preserve, a 
site where Indigenous people 
lived from A.D. 900 to 1450,  
allows students to contribute 
to important archaeology 

research that began in the preserve 100 years ago. 

FIRST HONORS LAW CLASS OFFERED ON 
CAMPUS 
A partnership with Stetson University College of Law brought 
the first honors law class to USF’s St. Petersburg campus and 
its students. The class titled “Text, Tweet, Take to the Street: 
Dissent and the First Amendment” focused on the relationship 
between citizen dissent and free speech. Through analyzing U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions and discussing topics like protesting war 
and tweeting provocative statements, undergraduate students 
received a better understanding of the speech and expressions 
that are protected under the First Amendment.

ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS WINS NATIONAL 
AWARD FOR PRIORITIZING STUDENT HEALTH
The USF St. Petersburg campus was one of just five higher 
education institutions to receive the 2022 Active Minds Healthy 
Campus Award, which celebrates U.S. colleges and universities that 
provide access to quality healthcare that serve students’ physical 
health while giving equal priority to mental health. The review panel 
cited championing student voices, proactively addressing systemic 
injustices and providing quality, responsive, accessible clinical 
services for awarding the honor to the USF St. Petersburg campus.

PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN USF AND TAMPA 
BAY WAVE AIMS TO MAKE REGION MAJOR 
FINTECH HUB WITH ST. PETERSBURG-
BASED ACCELERATOR
An innovative multi-year partnership between the USF Muma 
College of Business and Tampa Bay Wave launched the FinTech|X 
Accelerator, designed to assist startups in the fintech, or financial 
technology industry, through mentoring, pitch coaching and 
investment training. The inaugural cohort consisted of 16 startups 
from across the United States and abroad, including companies from 
England, Saudi Arabia and Germany. The bulk of the programming 
and signature events took place on the St. Petersburg campus, 
highlighting the city’s strong financial industry presence while 
exposing the local business community to emerging technologies 
and business models impacting the industry.


